
to improve crashworthiness in 

aircraft.  This is the ability to 

decrease the number of related 

injuries in aircraft colli-

sions. She will be studying ad-

vanced composite materials 

and investigating fiber metal 

laminates (FML). FML is com-

posed of lightweight metal 

sheets within layers of a 3D 

Fiberglass. Little research has   

been done on these materials. 

By conducting experimental 

and computational studies, 

Zohreh hopes to characterize 

the impact response of these 

new materials to help increase 

the safety of aircraft.  

Zohreh received her ‘wings’ at 

our successful May 25 fund-

raising dinner and auction. 

According to Women in Aero-

space, in 2010, roughly 10 per-

cent of the aerospace industry 
was made up of women. While 
the number has slowly in-
creased, there must be rein-
forcements behind each step 
forward.  

To assist the future of women 
in this field and other aero-
space-related sciences and en-
gineering, Zonta International 
established the Amelia Earhart 
Fellowship in 1938 in honor of 
legendary pilot and Zontian, 
Amelia Earhart. Today, the 
Fellowship of US$10,000 is 
awarded annually to 35 talent-
ed women, pursuing Ph.D./
doctoral degrees in aerospace-
related sciences or aerospace-

related engineering around 
the globe.  

The Zonta Club of Halifax is 

very proud to have its very first 

Amelia Earhart winner, 

Zohreh Assee, and as a mem-

ber of our Club.  

Zohreh, whose area of study is 

in Civil and Resource Engi-

neering, will use her fellowship 

This award was set up with 
the Nova Scotia Community 
College Foundation and 
awarded for the first time in 
2016, to provide support to 
a woman to improve her life 
and the lives of her family 
through education.  NSCC 
was chosen as the courses 
are more job-focused.  All 

universities in Nova Scotia 
now accept NSCC credits 
toward a degree.  

Rebecca Rideout is the 2017 
Halifax Award winner. Re-
becca is studying Early 
Childhood Education at 
NSCC on line as there is no 
campus offering a full-time 

programme near her com-
munity.  Rebecca has taken 
an active role in her com-
munity providing leadership 
and mentoring.  Her refer-
ences describe her as pos-
sessing outstanding motiva-
tion to succeed in whatever 
she does. 

Zohreh’s Wings ! 

Our FIRST Amelia Earhart Winner! 

I N S I D E  
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Welcome to the 

initial Zonta Club of 

Halifax newsletter.   

This year our club is 

marking its 66th 

anniversary, having 

been established in 

December 1951.   

As the newsletter 

illustrates we are an 

active group em-

bodying Zonta’s 

mission of service in 

our community and 

the world.  

We hope that, as 

you read this news-

letter, you may be 

inspired to join our 

club. 

Heather Kyte, 

President 

http://www.womeninaerospace.org/news/11-24-2010_4.html
http://www.womeninaerospace.org/news/11-24-2010_4.html
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Tutoring Syrian Refugees 

Organizations We Support 

Our 20017 Young Women in Public Affairs Winner—Gabrielle Torrealba 

This award was established 
by Zonta International in 
1990. The Award recogniz-
es young women, ages 16-
19, who demonstrate supe-
rior leadership skills and a 
commitment to public ser-
vice and civic causes, and 
encourages them to contin-
ue their participation in 
public and political life.  

Gabrielle Torrealba, Au-
burn Drive High School, is 
our 2017 winner.   She 
plans to pursue a Bachelor 

of Arts degree majoring in political science, with a minor in 
human rights and social justice at Carleton University in Otta-
wa, after which she plans to study law.  She takes a leading role 
in activities in her school and community. 

The Zonta Club of Halifax encourages applications from high 
schools in our community and provides an award of $1000Cdn 
to the winner.  Our Club winner’s application is then sent to 
District I, comprised of Atlantic Canada and New England 
States’ Zonta Clubs, where the winner of this competition re-
ceives $1000USD.  The District winning application is then 
forwarded to Zonta International to compete for one of 10 
international scholarships of $4,000USD each year.   

We are extremely proud to announce that Gabrielle is this 
year’s District I YWPA Award winner and is one of the 
ten International  Zonta YWPA Award winners!  

guests at our May fund-
raising dinner and auc-
tion and present them 
with our financial sup-
port at that time.  The 
organizations are: 
Bayers Westwood, 
Famiilly Support Ser-
vices,  The Marguerite 

As part of our mission 
of service and advocacy, 
the Zonta Club of Hali-
fax provide monetary 
support to four organi-
zations in the communi-
ty.  Every year we invite 
representatives of these 
organizations as our 

Centre, Adsum House, 
and Bryony House.  
(Pictured on the left are 
Donna Sutton, Executive Direc-
tor, Bayers Westwood Family 
Support Services, Lisa Mullin, 
Executive Director, The Margue-
rite Centre, and Kathy McNab, 
Adsum House  (NB we also 
periodically supply personal care 
items to these organizations.) 

to our community and some 

have daycare facilities, but 

not all do which leaves a 

shortage for mothers to ac-

cess these classes. 

The Zonta Club of Halifax de-

cided to offer tutoring in Eng-

lish in the homes of the Syrian 

refugees, thereby eliminating the 

need for daycare for the chil-

dren.  Two members of our 

club, Heather Kyte and Kathryn 

Patterson signed up for this 

local service in September 2016, 

and are in the process of con-

ducting weekly classes with their 

students.  The formal classes are 

only part of this program as we 

are also enjoying a cultural ex-

change.  Besides English, we are 

teaching our students and their 

families feel more comfortable 

in their new country and how to 

integrate into our society  It has 

been such a rewarding experi-

ence for Heather and Kathryn. 

Canada welcomed thousands 

of Syrian refugees in 2016 

and many arrived in Nova 

Scotia.  It has always been 

the case that mothers at 

home with children under 

school age have the most 

difficulty learning English or 

French (Canada’s two official 

languages).  Language classes 

are provided for newcomers 

Z O N T A  C L U B  O F  H A L I F A X  
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I have been working with my 

English student since Octo-

ber.  She has a lovely family 

and I enjoy spending time 

with them each week.  Zonta's 

involvement was designed to 

be a match with a mother who 

was not able to attend formal 

classes (mostly due to having 

young children).   My match 

does go to classes daily as well 

as a weekly two-hour session 

with me to review her lessons 

and cover some additional 

material.  We usually end our 

session with an activity that 

the family can enjoy together - 

sometimes baking cookies or 

cake (following the recipe 

written in English) or playing 

a game (in English only). 

I have been matched with a 

second family with whom I 

visit weekly as well.  We don't 

follow the tutoring process, 

but discuss and explore (in 

English) life in Halifax and 

surrounding areas, going 

shopping together, to muse-

ums, and sometimes just play-

ing games and reading English 

stories to (and with) the chil-

dren. 

I am so grateful for having 

taken on this role with 

ISANS.  It has been a joy to 

work with these families - and 

with the mothers in particu-

lar.  

Heather Kyte 

with a card enclosed ex-

plaining the colours in the 

tartan to the Zonta Interna-

tional Convention in Nice 

for distribution. 

 

Dora, our Friendship Club 

Champion, makes sure we 

keep in contact with the 

nine clubs around the world 

with whom we have con-

nected.  In the 2016-2017 

Zonta year we took gifts of 

Nova Scotia tartan scarves 

Farmer.  The process to 

which the members 

agreed is as follows - 

the member who has an 

association with the 

chosen woman will sign 

and send the letter, but 

Maureen, as the head 

of  our membership 

strategy, will be ap-

prised of  the name of  

the prospective candi-

date to avoid duplica-

tion.  

The Zonta Club of  

Halifax has adopted a 

strategy of  targeting 

women it would like to 

have as members via a 

membership letter de-

veloped by one of  its 

members, Maureen 

We Are All Ambassadors for Zonta 

Dora Stinson—Our Friendship Club Champion 
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Our 2016-17 Activities 
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Our meeting year runs from September to June.  Seeing how this is our first newsletter, we’ve decided to 

give a listing of our activities since last June! 

• Three Zontians (Beatrice, Betty, and Kathryn) attended the Zonta International Convention in Nice, 

France, in late June 2016. with Dick and Walter in attendance as personal staff. 

• We were fortunate enough to have our club selected as one of the organizations honoured with a 

flower bed in Public Gardens, marking the Zonta Club of Halifax’s 65th anniversary.  We gathered 

there on the Natal Day weekend, (August 2016) to create awareness of the club. 

• Membership Drive BBQ held September 1 at Royal Artillery Park. 

• Financial support for Backpacks for Kids. 

• Series of speakers: member Maureen Farmer; Lisa Mullins, The Marguerite Centre; Donna Morri-

son, Family SOS, Sara Greenblatt, and Sandy Greenberg.. 

• New members – Diane Ashworth, Donna Meagher-Stewart, Dawn Munroe, and Zohreh Asaee, our 

very first Amelia Earhart Fellow! 

• Participated in Peace Expo; December 6th Remembrance, New Year’s Day Levees, and the Interna-

tional Women’s Day Breakfast.  

• Continued our Club membership in the Local Council of Women, Halifax and the The Women’s 

History Society.  Participated in the Women’s History Society ‘North End Canteen’ fundraiser in 

October. 

•  Local service support to the Local Council of Women, Halifax (Kathryn and her husband, Dick) 

insulating many windows in the sun room. 

• Several members attended the District Conference held in Truro in October.  Maureen Farmer was 

our delegate.  During the conference, there was a challenge issued by Dr. Mary Ann Rubis to donate 

funds to the Zonta International Fund.  She offered to match the winning club’s donations.  The 

Halifax Zontians rose to the challenge and donated the highest amount. 

• Laid a wreath on behalf of the Club at a Remembrance Day ceremony, November 11, and plan to 

continue this practice. 

• Zonta Christmas Dinner for Zontians, spouses, and potential Zontians at R.A. Park. 

• Zontians participated in Tutoring Syrian Refugees (Heather and Kathryn) – Heather has done much 

more and is looking after two families. 

• Gathered at the Zonta flower bed to take a picture for use in Christmas and other cards and had a 

celebratory dinner at the Lord Nelson Hotel. 

• Advocacy – Walking with Sisters  -  Made tobacco pouches to be given to attendees.  Also members 

were involved in various activities while the exhibit was in Halifax in January. 

• Collected personal care items for Bryony House, Marguerite Centre, and Bayer’s Westwood. 

• Attempted to participate in the District Spring Workshop by video conference and have the desire 

to do so again – a power outage disrupted our plans 

• Offered ZI –related scholarships to Young Women in Public Affairs and Jane M. Klausman at the 

Club level.  No takers for the JMK, but we have a plan to improve this dearth of applications.  How-

ever we are thrilled that Gabrielle Torrealba was selected as the District YMPA award winner. 

• Provided financial support for Bryony House, Adsum House, Bayers Westwood Family Resource 

Centre, and The Marguerite Centre and presented their cheques at the May 25 dinner.. 

Save the Date 

Zonta  

Summer BBQ 

&  

Membership 

Drive 

Thursday 

September 7 

Royal Artillery 

Park 

Stay tuned for 

details later in 

the summer! 



A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words 
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On May 25, the Wardroom at Stadacona provided an elegant backdrop for one of  the highlights of  the Zonta Club of  Halifax’s year – its annual 

awards dinner and silent auction. 

This year’s event was doubly special as area director Beatrice Schori presented Zoreh Asaee with her Amelia Earhart wings.  She was also able to an-

nounce our Young Women in Public Affairs choice has been selected as the winner for our district.  Best of  luck Gabrielle – the international YWPA 

winners are announced in early July. 

Thanks to stellar ticket sellers Lois MacGregor and Kathy Aucoin ,who sold $295 worth of  tickets on the gift basket. 

The evening began with a wonderful social hour where people could make their bids on the silent auction items, with Luke Giacomin’s piano stylings in 

the background.  Dinner followed in the main dining room, with the Wardroom’s attentive staff  serving the delicious meal.  Councillor Lorelei Nicoll 

brought greetings from the HRM, we presented our annual donations to the organizations we support and feted Gabrielle and Zoreh. 

In total, the dinner and silent auction raised $3341.17 for the club. 

Mark your calendars – next year’s dinner will be held on May 24 in the same location! 

Zonta Club of Halifax, 

c/o 32 Hugh Allen Drive, 

Dartmouth, NS B2W 2K8 

Email: info@zontahalifax.org  

ZONTA CLUB OF HALIFAX 

EXECUTIVE 2017-2018 

 

President                    Heather Kyte 

Past President    Beatrice Schori 

Vice President        Sherri Topple 

Secretary/Treasurer             Kathryn Patterson 

Director        Carol Dobson 

Director    Lois MacGregor 

Director Emeritus   Dr. Dora Stinson 

 

Meetings—2nd Tuesday of the month from September 
to June at the Wardroom, Stadacona, CFB Halifax. 

Social Time: 5 pm 

Dinner: 5:30-630 pm 

Meeting: 6:30-8:30 pm 

Business Name 

Another Successful Dinner & Silent Auction! 

www.zontahalifax.org 

Organization 

mailto:info@zontahalifax.org

