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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Northampton MA: Dr. Gregory S. Prince president of Hampshire College and awell known advocae of the
United Nations, will addressat the Zonta Forum on CEDAW, the UN Convention onthe Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, to be held at 7 pm. onWednesday, March 31%, at the Unitarian
Society in Northampton (next to City Hall).

Dr. Princehas long been a aeative and energetic suppater of the UN, weaving his interests among the many
leadership roles he has assumed locdly and regionally. At Dartmouth Coll ege, he helped creae aUN Institute,
and also helped to initi ate the North American Academic Courcil for the UN. In additionto servingas
President of Five Colleges, Inc., he suppats the Five Coll ege Peace and World Seaurity Studies program for
areastudents. Severa years ago, he was pleased to introduce UN Secretary General Kofi Annan as speger to
apadked audience d Hampshire College. Dr. Princeisthe 2004recipient of the Milli cent Kauff man Award
from the Amherst AreaChamber of Commerce, the town’s equivalent of Citizen o the Yea.

The Zonta Club d Northampton Areais presenting the Forum, with the local Unitarian Society’ s Peace ad
Justice Committee and The Women’s Fund d Western Massadhusetts as co-sporsors. Zonta International,
founced in 1919and established locdly in 1934,is anongovernmenta organization (NGO) with the UN, and
has a membership of 33,000in 67courtries. Its missonis “to improve the status of women worldwide.”

On International Women'’s Day 2003at a Zonta International meding in New York City, International
President Margit Webjorn of Sweden chall enged the aurtries of the world to halt the sexual trafficking of
women and children. Ratification and implementation d the CEDAW treaty is instrumental to the

eff ectivenessof any such challenge. Ironicdly, after the US helped to draft the treay in 1979,the United
States Senate Foreign Relations Committeehas never brought it to the floor for avote. The only other
courtrieswho havefail ed to ratify are the United Arab Emirates, Micronesia and Iran.

Roundng out the program are other natable speakers:

Dr. Janice Raymond, UMassProfessor Emerita of Women's Studies, adivist author and editor, now
co-exeautive director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women;

Dr. LauraH. Roskos, visiting schdar at Suffolk University and coordinator of the Massachusetts
CEDAW Initi ative Center for Women’'s Health and Human Rights;

Dr. Connie Chow of Simmons Coll ege, of the Women'’ s Rights Program Steaing Committeeof
Amnesty International and coordinator of the Massachusetts CEDAW projed;

Betty Jane Bourdon, areabusinessvoman, currently Vice President of Zonta International and a
candidate for International President.

Mayor Mary Clare Higgins, who serves on the Massachusetts Commisgon onthe Status of Women, will give a
welcome from the City of Northampton. State Representative Ellen Story, who has been instrumental in
presenting aresolution to the Gred and General Court of Massachusetts advoceting support of CEDAW, will
bring gedings.

For further information, dease @mntact 4132689241, o the Northampton Zonta website &
www.zontadistrict1.org/northampton_ma




